
 

DECEMBER 2021 
 

Here Come the Holidays! 
Where did November go?  Here we are in what is typically the busiest month for most of us, and in particular 
those in the performing arts.  While our program is in its rebuilding phase after last year’s virtual learning and 
our inability to sing together, we are slowly starting to add more activities to the choral calendar. 
 
You’ve likely gotten lots of emails and seen social media posts about our fundraising efforts in a larger tour 
year (Disney), but we haven’t yet started performing in front of an audience yet.  The choirs did not participate 
in the fall collage concert with the instrumental program as we spent the first 6 weeks of class getting used to 
being together and using our voices again.  So our first “big” event is the holiday concert on Wednesday, 
December 22 at 7:00PM in the High School auditorium.  The program will not be as long as past years, and 
we’re doing mostly combined songs with both the Symphonic Choir and Chorale classes rather than individual 
sets and combined numbers.  I’m expecting around 45 minutes of familiar holiday tunes to get you ready for 
the break that starts as soon as the concert ends! 
 
Due to safety protocols, and for the health of all, we are not holding an in-person, sit down meal Madrigal 
Dinner fundraising event.  As a result, some elements of that event will be incorporated into the concert, and 
you will notice some raffle baskets in the lobby prior to the concert.  We will announce the winners before the 
end of the concert so folks can take their winnings with them and possibly use them as gifts.  With any luck, by 
this time next year, we will be in full swing rehearsing bad jokes and wearing medieval costumes preparing for 
a night of great food and music! 
 
Upcoming Mandatory After-School Rehearsals 
As part of our high school music ensemble courses, there are time commitments involved outside of the 
school day.  I canceled the November rehearsals to allow the North Hills Singers to practice for their upcoming 
performances, but we do have the following required dates to prepare our groups for the 12/22 concert: 
 
Tuesday, December 14 – 2:00-3:00, Chorale classes (periods 5 & 8) meet in the Choir Room 
Wednesday, December 15 – 2:00-3:00, Symphonic Choir classes (periods 6 & 9) meet in the Choir Room 
Monday, December 20 – 2:00-3:00, ALL Choir Classes meet in the auditorium for riser/standing/logistics 
Tuesday, December 21 – 2:00-4:00, ALL Choir Classes in auditorium to run concert with accompanist* 
*This rehearsal will likely end early, but I always add a little extra time in case we need to go back and fix something that 
doesn’t go well.  Better to end early than to run over time and make people late to other commitments! 
 
These dates have been on the calendar since the first day of school, so please plan accordingly. 



North Hills Singers Performances 
Our auditioned chamber choir of 19 voices will share holiday music at a few upcoming events.  Again, we’re 
slowly adding things to the calendar, so this is nowhere near as extensive as a “regular” year would be when 
community/church/senior groups ask for holiday entertainment.  For safety reasons, we’ve restricted 
performances to the following: 
 
Friday, December 3 – Hilltop Holiday Town at the High School 

6:00-6:30PM performance in the Cafeteria A Side entrance.  This is a 
ticketed event.  Check the district website for details on how to 
reserve your spot in the 5:30-7:00 session (there are 2, but we’re only 
performing for the first one).  Several of the instrumental chamber groups will be performing outside 
during the evening as well. (Singers are to report to the choir room at 4:00 when the musical callback 
rehearsal ends.  I’m getting snacks for those who have to stay all the way through til 6:30. Those 
students should bring their uniforms to school and put them on the rack in the choir room.) 

 
Thursday, December 9 – Elementary Vaccination Clinic at the High School 

4:00-4:45PM the Singers will perform on stage in the auditorium 
while elementary students sit recovering from their second dose 
vaccination.  Various music department groups will provide holiday 
music throughout the 4-hour event.  We already have rehearsal that 
day after school, so I’m going to have some snacks and we’ll move 
from our regular practice to snacks and getting into uniforms, then perform and wrap up by 5:00. 

 
Friday, December 10 – Community of Music @ The Block Northway 

8:30PM performance – we’re the last group for the evening.  They 
have a bunch of musical ensembles from NH and NA performing during 
the fundraising event for North Hills Cares that goes from 6-8PM. 
(Report time is 8:00PM at the Block in uniform.  We’ll be off to the side 
watching as the collegiate version of our former Arrow group performs, 
then hands it off to us to close the night.) 

 
Special Instructions for the Night of the Concert (December 22) 
As mentioned earlier, you will notice the auditorium lobby will be a little fuller 
than is typical for a choral concert with some fundraising items.  The students 
will be getting their yearbook group photos taken on the stage from 6:00-
6:30, so the auditorium doors will be locked at this time (due to the size of the 
room, if people are walking to their seats they would be in the photos with 
us!).  I promise that I will move as quickly as possible, and if I can open the 
auditorium sooner than 6:30, I will.  I ask that students be IN THE CHOIR 
ROOM at 6:00PM (not walking in the building, coming up the hill, walking from their car, etc.) so that we can 
begin the photos almost immediately.  Please plan for traffic accordingly.  We only have the short window 
with the photographer and will not be able to wait for late comers to join. 
 
All students will wear our red and white choir robes and for uniformity’s sake, I ask that they wear dressy 
clothes under the robes – black is preferred (pants or skirts with black tights) and dress shoes (flat or low heels 
so the standing arrangement doesn’t get changed).  Avoid jeans, tennis shoes, open toed dress shoes, etc.  
North Hills Singers will wear their uniforms under the robes as they will be featured at the beginning of the 
concert. 
 



Spring Tour 
By now, everyone knows that this is a Disney year for our music department performance tour.  We’re excited 
to be traveling again with our students and want this to be a safe and enjoyable experience for all involved.  
Our Choral Parents Association have been working hard to organize fundraising efforts to help defray the costs 
to individuals and for the full group. 
 
All those traveling with the choir should have their commitment forms, $50 deposit, and first payment of $200 
submitted.  The next payment is due December 10 at $250.  Checks can be made to NH Choral Parents and 
should be put in an envelope with the student’s name on it in the drawer labeled “Disney Forms” in the front 
of the Choir Room. 
 
Apologies for the information sent out about required waivers that literally 3 days later changed.  Disney has 
apparently been constantly revising their procedures and protocols, so we just have to roll with it as things 
come our way.  Thanks for your flexibility. 
 
Unfortunately, we ended up in the absolute worst “danger zone” with our numbers and are just a few seats 
over one bus.  So, we will need to step up our fundraising game to lower the cost of the tour for everyone.  
When you see information about “group” fundraisers that benefit the whole program, we need to make as 
much money as we can so the Choral Parents can cover additional costs incurred by adding a second bus, 
driver, and room for drivers.  Go to those restaurant nights!  Share and bid on those ticket raffles!  Bring in 
cash to the program to help everyone out! 
 
As mentioned at the informational meeting in October, we will not know a final cost until about a month or so 
before the final payment is due.  Many of the items on the bid from the tour company are estimates until 
pricing is finalized by the various vendors/restaurants/hotel/etc.  Stay tuned for updates.  We’ll share them 
out as soon as we know them. 
 
Choral Parents Association 
If you are on the email list from our North Hills Choral Parents Association, then you 
know our officers are on top of things and excited to get going again after a year of 
minimal activity!  We’ve already had several hoagie sales, a hugely successful raffle for 
Harry Styles tickets, an Avon sale, BullDawg’s restaurant night, and are currently in the 
midst of Moe’s Taco Kit and Frank’s Pizza Kit sales that benefit individuals as well as a 
Five Below discount code that benefits the overall program. 
 

For the most up-to-date info on these fundraising efforts, 
visit the Choral Parents LinkTree at 
https://linktr.ee/NHChoral_Parents 
 

Thank you in advance to our officers:  
Rhonda Campanella, president 
Linda McCann, treasurer 
Keara Vance, secretary 
…as well as the various volunteers who have stepped up to chair fundraisers and who will serve as chaperones 
on the spring tour.  We couldn’t do what we do without all of your help! 
 
If you are interested in becoming more involved, or if you are not receiving email updates and would like to, 
please send an email to nhchoralparents@gmail.com to be included on their list. 
 



Looking Ahead… 
While we’re in the mad dash to get to the holidays and winter break, 
things move rather quickly after the New Year begins.  We’ll have about 
2 weeks until the semester changes, which means a few of our students 
will no longer be in a choir class and some others will either join or 
switch to a different class period. 
 
We are hopeful to be able to hold an in-person Cabaret Night event on Friday, February 18 in the high school 
cafeteria.  This is the equivalent of a talent show night for the choral program.  Students perform music of 
their choosing as solos, duets, small groups, with tracks, piano, guitar, ukulele, in various styles from original 
songs to pop and movies.  “Auditions” will take place after school on Wednesday, February 2, 2022.  I use 
quotes around auditions because they are really just a time for interested students to come and let the 
student directors know what they have chosen, and what needs they have – do they have a track, does Mr. 
Cloonan need to play piano, are they playing and instrument themselves, who all is performing, etc.  It’s about 
2 weeks before the event, so it forces the students to make a selection ahead of time and allows them the 
time to adequately prepare before the event. 
 
More details will come out in January.  Depending on where we are with mask mandates and safety protocols, 
we may or may not be serving refreshments.  It could end up being grab and go pre-packaged items as folks 
leave…as with so many other things this year, wait and see and be able to change at the last minute! 
 
Keep Connected! 
The best way to stay current with what is happening in our program is to join our Google Classrooms and 
Remind groups.  Your student can invite you as a guardian to their Google Classrooms, so check with them to 
do that.  For remind, our codes for each ensemble are as follows: 
 
Chorale (periods 5 & 8) - @nh-chorale 
Symphonic Choir (periods 6 & 9) - @nhhssympho 
North Hills Singers (after school) - @nhsingers 
Spring Tour Updates - @nhtour2022 
 
And follow us on social media: 
Facebook – North Hills Choirs 
Instagram - @northhillschoirs 
Twitter - @northhillschoir 
 
As well as the website nhchoiranddrama.net, where all items distributed are posted and there is a link to a 
Google Calendar that has all of our rehearsals, fundraiser and payment deadlines, and performances listed. 
 
Thank you! 
I appreciate all of your interest and support in making this year a great one for the choral program at North 
Hills.  2020-21 was rough on all of us in many ways, but not being able to do what we do regularly really hit us 
hard and we’re doing our best to build back to the group singing and music making that many of us love so 
much.  We will most certainly have some more bumps in the coming year or so, but with everyone working 
together toward a common goal, we can make some great memories and even better music! 
 
Have a great holiday season – whatever you celebrate!  I wish you health and happiness with your loved ones, 
and look forward to seeing you at our upcoming performances! 

Shaun Cloonan, NHHS Choral Director 


